Review: "Summer on Fire" at Scorpio Theatre
Vicki Trask
On Friday February 19th, I suddenly decided that I was going to the closing
weekend of Summer on Fire with Scorpio Theatre. I am so glad I did.
Performed in a small, personal theatre space, this show tells the story of six
people sharing a vacation house in the summer of 2008. The players: a
conservative right-wing reporter for FOX news, his gay assistant, his exuberant
ex-wife and her new obnoxious liberal boyfriend, and a soon-to-be famous
singer with her loudmouthed lesbian partner. Together they get into crazy,
politically and emotionally driven hijinks that left the audience rolling with
laughter.
I was very impressed by director Aaron Conrad. A lot of the material covered in
this script was...vulgar. And crude. And sensitive. But boy, did I laugh despite
myself. And I felt that I had permission to laugh at the truly offensive content
without having to think about it.
That was probably my favorite part of the show. Not the props I wanted to
steal, or the male nudity, or the excellent use of lightning and vibrating
thunder, it was enjoying a night of shocking humor that only gets funnier with
time.
Imagine looking back at the world in 2008 at the end of the American election
and the height of social revolution. Remember the choices you made and the
dinner table conversations you avoided with your overly conservative family
members. Imagine seeing all of that displayed on stage for a 2 hour laugh riot.
Absolutely entertaining.
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blasko@abingdontheatre.org
Abingdon Theatre Company to present its
2014 Christopher Brian Wolk Award
to playwright Mike Bencivenga (Billy & Ray)
for his script SUMMER ON FIRE
Award Ceremony and Staged Reading set for
Monday, December 15 at 7:00pm
in the June Havoc Theatre (312 West 36th Street)
Abingdon Theatre Company proudly announces that playwright Mike Bencivenga, author
of the recent Off-Broadway hit Billy & Ray, will receive its 2014 Christopher Brian Wolk
Award for his play SUMMER ON FIRE. A presentation of the award and staged reading
of the play is set for Monday, December 15, starting at 7:00pm in the June Havoc
Theatre, 312 West 36th Street, in Manhattan.
In an ongoing effort to recognize excellence in playwriting, Abingdon established the
Christopher Brian Wolk Award to be presented annually to a writer of a full-length play
not produced in New York City. The award is based upon the writer's demonstrated
ability to reach a mature artistic vision. The honor includes a $1,000 cash award and
staged reading of the winning script.
SUMMER ON FIRE is a comedy about sexual misconduct, political turmoil, burgeoning
fame, elusive justice, and long-lasting love. Due to a scheduling snafu, an ultra-right
wing commentator for FOX News must share his Fire Island rental home with a
decidedly left-wing young, lesbian singer and her girlfriend. The clash of politics and
personalities make for a lively Labor Day weekend in the summer of 2008.
The cast and director of the reading are to be announced.
SUMMER ON FIRE was nominated along with five other scripts from nearly 400 play
submissions submitted to Abingdon during its 2013-2014 season. A selection committee,
including actors, directors, playwrights, determined the winning script. Mr. Bencivenga's
script was chosen through a blind selection process through which the judges did not
know the name or other identifying information about the playwrights of the nominated
scripts.
The finalists for this year's award are Richard Atkins for DelikateSSen; Barbara
Blumenthal-Ehrlich for Romeo Chang; Martyna Majok for Petty Harbour; Jenny
Seidelman for Henry Moore Is Melting; and Howard Waxman for 18 Villa Seurat.
Since 2001, the Christopher Brian Wolk Award has been given annually to playwrights
for full-length scripts submitted to Abingdon during its current season. The award is
named after Christopher Brian Wolk, a talented and creative actor, musician, singer,
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CELEBRATING OUR 23rd SEASON OF PLAY READINGS
Proudly Presents

A comedy about sexual
misconduct, political
turmoil, burgeoning
fame, elusive justice
and long-lasting love.
Due to a scheduling
snafu, an ultra-rightwing commentator for
FOX News must share
his Fire Island rental
home with a decidedly
left-wing young singer
and her lesbian girlfriend.
The clash of politics
and personalities makes
for a lively Labor Day
weekend in the summer
of 2008.

by
Mike
Bencivenga
directed by
Barbara
Waldinger

SAT., 23 NOVEMBER, 2013, 7:30 PM

First Reformed Church of Hudson
52 Green St., Hudson, NY

For Information and Reservations, Call

518.851.2061

A reception and talkback with the playwright, director and actors
will follow the performance.
This event is made possible (in part) with public funds from the Decentralization Program of the
New York State Council on the Arts, administered through the Twin Counties Cultural Fund
in Columbia County by the Columbia County Council on the Arts.

HRC Showcase Theatre • PO Box 940 • Hudson, New York 12534
www.showcasetheatre.com
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PHOTOS FROM VARIOUS READINGS

‘Ripe Reads’ Reading in Los Angeles (2011)

Reading at NUVOICES Festival (2012)
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Reading at The Blank Theater in LA (2013)

Reading at Christopher Wolk Prize Presentation (2014)

